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to the floor, and bear about fifty pounds upon it; in May, he was able to 
walk short distances, by favouring it slightly; both wounds had healed. 

It was with many misgivings as to the probable result that we performed 
the operation ; and it is our belief that the favourable issue was in great 
measure due to the perfect quiet enjoined; the patient was not allowed to 
leave his bed for two months ; and the foot did not touch the floor under 
three and one-half months. 

Since the above operation was performed we have met with two other 
cases of the same kind; in one, three inches of the bone were removed ; in 
the other, not quite two inches; both were the result of gunshot wounds, 
both were in the continuity of the bone, and both recovered with service¬ 
able limbs. 

It is to be regretted that this operation has not claimed the attention it 
deserves. We are fully persuaded of the importance of exsection in the 
uftper extremities, and, should a similar case occur in the course of our 
practice, it would be treated like the above. 

It is a source of disappointment that we had not tried this operation 
before, believing that some useful limbs might have been saved ; but having 
heard the operation of exsection of the lower extremities denounced in toto 
by our seniors, it is not surprising that we also should entertain similar 
views, until compelled to relinquish them by force of circumstances. 

Case of Paralysis of the Median Nerve. By J. W. Moorman, M. D., 
of Hardinsburg, Kentucky. 

I was called on the night of the 15th of September to see a farmer, aged 
about thirty-eight years. He had been ill for several days with fever of 
a remittent type, for which a neighbouring practitioner prescribed sulphate 
of quinia in large doses. 

Six hours before I arrived he had, while delirious, fallen from a door 
some four feet high on a pile of stones. I found him easy except the 
pain from a few slight wounds of face and neck incurred in falling. 
Along the whole length of both arms there was a numb dead feeling, or 
rather want of feeling, and almost total incapacity of motion. Arms cold, 
pulse at radial artery weak and slow, bowels torpid. 

On examination of spinal column, found space over sixth and seventh 
cervical vertebra: much bruised and very sore. The case I diagnosed to be 
one of concussion of spine. Ordered calomel and rhei, aa gr. v, to be 
followed in four hours by a full dose of castor oil and turpentine. Anti¬ 
phlogistic regimen for several days. 

Sept. 20. Patient is up. Still has numbness in his arms, can use them 
slightly ; considerable soreness over cervical region; no febrile symptoms ; 
appetite good, bowels regular. R.—Quin, sulph. gr. xl, morphia sulph. 
gr. iv, strychnia gr. j. M. ft. pil. no. xxx. S. One three times a day. 
Apply blister, four by six inches, over cervical region. 

25th. No unnatural feeling in left arm, pain in right arm along the line 
of the median nerve, complete loss of motion in right thumb. Still some 
soreness over cervical vertebra. Appetite good ; suffering some with diar¬ 
rhoea. R.—Linimentum gij; tr. arnica, tr. nux vomica, aa 5j- M. ft. 
liniment., to be rubbed along the line of the pain; continue use of the 
strychnia ; apply second blister higher upon neck. 

30 th. Very little soreness; pain in right arm continues; considerable 
irritation of bowels; twitching of muscles. Ordered opium and sulphate 
zinc for the diarrhoea. Discontinue strychnia. Continue liniment. 

Oct. 5. Improving; can use arm in ordinary labour; experiences con- 
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siderable difficulty in moving thumb. Still continues the use of liniment, 
and thinks he will need nothing more. 

In this case, while the injury is apparently confined to origin of the outer 
cord of the brachial plexus of nerves, the median arising by slips from both 
cords, is most affected, while the museulo-cutaneous, the continuation of 
the outer cord, remains intact. Further down the digital branches given 
off to the thumb are seriously affected, while those given off from the same 
point to the fingers remain unaffected. There was doubtless inflammation 
of a chronic character affecting the spinal cord, and as a consequent effusion 
and thickening of its membranes rendering slight compression inevitable, yet 
why the whole plexus was not involved equally, and why at the distal ex¬ 
tremity branches given off at the same part differ so materially—some seri¬ 
ously affected, others remaining perfectly intact—remains yet to be explained. 

Sycosis cured by Sulphite of Soda. By J. Y. Dale, M. D., Agricultu¬ 
ral College, Pa. 

In August, 1865, I was consulted by T. W., aged 23, a returned soldier, 
who had sycosis menti, which extended over his chin and the left side of 
his face. Having read of the influence of sulphite of soda on diseases of 
cryptogamic origin, it occurred to me that this would be a very good case 
in which to try its effects. I therefore prescribed for him as a local applica¬ 
tion sod® sulphis gr. xl, aquae Jij, glycerin® Sj, M., which was to be 
used frequently; and I directed him to keep his beard closely trimmed, but 
not to shave. In four days not a vestige of the eruption remained. The 
same remedy has proved equally effectual in three cases treated since then. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Dermoid Tumour of the Conjunctiva. —l)r. F. P. Sprague records ( Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journ., Dec. 11, 1865) a case of this in a. girl, eight years of age. 
The tumour was congenital, was situated one-third on the cornea and two-thirds 
on the sclerotica, and had hairs growing from it. The tumour was excised. 

Dr. S. states that he has been “induced to report this case from the impres¬ 
sion that these little tumours are quite rare. On looking over several authors, 
I could find no mention of them till 1 took up Wecker on Diseases of the Eye, a 
work now issuing from the French press. Wecker seems to have carefully col¬ 
lected all the observations on the subject, which, however, are few in number. 
He mentions only one case as seen by himself.” 

Dr. Sprague’s investigations seem not to have been very carefully made; at 
all events, he has overlooked examples which were near at hand. 

A similar case of a young lady, in which a tumour existed on each eye, was 
described, and figures given of the tumours by Dr. Taliaferro, of Cincinnati, 
in the No. of this Journal for July, 1841. 

Mr. Lawrence, in his learned treatise on the diseases of the eye (see edition 
published by Blanchard & Lea in 1854, p. 341 etseq.)—a work which our Boston 
brethren seem to be entirely unacquainted with—refers to similar cases described 
by Wardrop, Mackenzie, Himly, Graefe (the elder), and Ammon. A case is 
recorded by Mr. W. White Cooper in London Med. Ga.z., Nov. 1841. 

Mr. Tyrrell also has described and delineated ( Practical Work on the Dis¬ 
eases of the Eye, vol. i. pi. 8, fig. 4) two small tumours of this kind, but with¬ 
out hairs. 

All these cases will be found noticed in the edition of Mr. Lawrence’s work 
referred to. 



